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SNOWPACK AND AVALANCHE SUMMARY

The very large D4 avalanche in Glory Bowl on Teton Pass during

WYDOT mitigation Dec 22nd during a 6 day significant storm cycle.
Photo: WYDOT
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The 25/26 winter season was
characterized by unusual, and often
extreme, weather events which led

to an atypical snowpack. The season
got off to a slow start as October and
November failed to bring any large
early season storms to the region.
Instead, small storms separated by
periods of warm, sunny weather slowly
built a shallow and relatively weak
snowpack on high elevation shaded
slopes. South facing terrain remained
mostly bare through November. Regional
Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) values
were sitting around 50% of average as
of December 1st.

The faucet finally turned on in early
December and remained open through
the first ten days of January as a series
of warm and windy Pacific storms
impacted the region. A total of 150
inches of snow containing 20 inches
of SWE was recorded in the upper
elevations of the Tetons during this
time. Westerly winds were strong to
extreme during the storms with speeds
strong enough to damage several
BTAC weather stations.

Unseasonably warm temperatures
resulted in frequent rain events that
reached as high as 9,500 feet, severely
limited the growth of the low elevation
snowpack, and formed multiple crusts
that were unique for a midwinter Wyoming
snowpack. Significant avalanche activity
was documented during this time with
116 avalanches being reported to the
BTAC. Over 30 human-triggered and
natural persistent slab avalanches
involving weak, early season snow
were reported throughout the month
on shaded slopes above 8,000 feet.
These avalanches were generally small
to large in size (D1-D2), with several
very large (D3), and one historic (D4)
avalanche triggered by explosives on
Mount Glory. In addition, many small to
large avalanches failing in the new snow
were reported during and just after each
storm. As of January 1st, upper elevation
locations were sitting at or over 100%

of average snowfall and SWE, while
the low elevation snowpack remained
abnormally thin.

Aside from a dismal valley snowpack, the
season appeared to be trending in the
right direction with regard to snowfall at
the beginning of January. Unfortunately,
the powder train came to an abrupt halt on
January 10th as extended high pressure
moved in and lingered over the region
for about a month. Only 5 inches of new
snow were recorded between January
11th and February 8th. The dry weather
gave the snowpack plenty of time to
adjust to the loading from the December
storms. Deeply buried persistent weak
layers became unreactive and avalanche
activity was minimal. While the lack

of snow made for generally stable
avalanche conditions in the middle of
winter, it also caused snow surfaces to
weaken considerably. The weakening
process was most pronounced on
sheltered, mid-elevation slopes where

a thick layer of facets developed along
with patches of preserved surface hoar.
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SNOWPACK AND AVALANCHE SUMMARY

A skier-triggered avalanche on Powder 8s in the JHMR sidecountry April 4th during a late season storm.
Numerous new snow avalanches were triggered on this day rated as Considerable danger. Photo: JHMR Patrollers

All said and done, the upper elevations
ended the season with 70-80% of average
snowfall and SWE. The 25/26 season
had the honor of having the worst low
elevation snowpack in 51 years of
record keeping at JHMR, receiving
only 50% of average snowfall. Every
season presents unique challenges
from a forecasting perspective and this
season was no exception. Forecasting
often took place in the extremes,
with rain, sustained wind, prolonged
drought, and early heatwaves making
for engaging avalanche conditions.
Although we are not hoping for a
repeat of this season anytime soon,
the challenges and lessons learned
were valuable and will hopefully
contribute to better forecasting in the
upcoming seasons.

TOP RIGHT:
The distribution of avalanches by D size
chronologically throughout the winter.

BOTTOM RIGHT:

Total snowfall at JHMR for each elevation
band that compares last winter to the 51
year average. This 51 year data set does
not extend past April 1st.
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